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To enhance the lives of seniors, families, and our community with compassion,
innovation, & excellence.

Our Mission

To make the world a better place by exemplary care for those we serve, role-
modeling our values, and engaging in Tikkun Olam (Healing the world).       

Driven by our Mission, Guided by our Faith.

Our Values
We are inspired by Jewish values in all
that we do:

KAVOD: Treating others with honor,
dignity & respect
HESED: Performing acts of kindness,
compassion & caring
TZEDEK: Serving justice through
leadership, excellence, integrity and
stewardship
LIMUD: Learning and growing
personally and professionally with a
commitment to innovation

 Our Vision

Samson Nursing Center 1998 Expansion2
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Dear Friends,

This past year has been nothing short of extraordinary.
Stepping into the role of CEO after serving as CFO has
been both exhilarating and deeply meaningful. I’ve had
the privilege of witnessing firsthand the strength,
compassion, and dedication that defines Menorah Life
—and I am honored to lead this next chapter.

In September and October 2024, Hurricanes Helene and
Milton brought significant challenges and damage to
our community and campus. The water intrusion into
the Toby Weinman Residence was swift and sobering - 

but so was our response. Thanks to the tireless work of our team and the
unwavering support of our community, we restored the space with resilience
and care – ensuring our residents remained safe and supported at all times.

Just months later, we celebrated our 40  anniversary with a record-breaking
gala. It was a moment of joy and reflection, honoring our four decades of service,
legacy and love. The evening was a powerful reminder of the impact we’ve
made and the future we’re building together.

th

Our Weissman Day Center achieved a deficiency-free survey, and the Samson
Nursing Center passed our Joint Commission reaccreditation with the fewest
recommendations ever. These are clear reflections of our team’s excellence and
commitment to unwavering standards.

Looking ahead, we’re preparing to begin major renovations of the first floor of
the Samson Nursing Center. We’re so excited to transform the heart of our
campus to better serve those who live, work and visit here.

None of this would be possible without the belief and support of our trustees,
donors, families, and friends. Your faith in our mission fuels everything we do. I
am deeply thankful and profoundly grateful to each of you for standing with us,
investing in our future, and helping us honor the dignity and legacy of those we
serve.

With heartfelt appreciation, 

Donna Perryman 

Menorah Life 
Chief Executive Officer

Donna Perryman, CPA
Chief Executive Officer
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David Delrahim,ESQ.
Menorah Life
Board Chair

Menorah Life 
Board Chair

As I reflect on my year of service with Menorah Life, it is
with deep gratitude and pride that I write this message.
Serving as Board President has been very meaningful to
me. It was a year filled with incredible achievements,
forward-thinking initiatives, and a steadfast commitment
to our core mission: enhancing the lives of those we serve
with dignity, respect, and Jewish values. 

This year, we celebrated a historic milestone: Menorah
Life’s 40th Anniversary. It was a moment to honor our
legacy, recognize the visionaries who built this foundation,
and celebrate the many lives touched over four decades. 

The anniversary not only marked a significant chapter in our history but also reaffirmed
our commitment to evolving and growing to meet the needs of future generations.

Over the past year, we have faced both incredible opportunities and formidable
challenges. Through it all, I have witnessed the unwavering dedication of our leadership
team, staff, volunteers, and fellow board members. Together, we have enhanced the
quality of life for our residents, strengthened the foundation of our organization while
continuing to evolve to meet the ever-changing needs of senior care.

I am particularly proud of the strides we’ve made in the care team for our residents. We
made the strategic decision to significantly reduce our reliance on agency staff – with
zero usage for several months now – for the first time in decades. This shift brought a
renewed sense of commitment of our staff and familiarity for our residents, who now
benefit from a consistent and dedicated care team. It has reenergized our work force
and deepened the bonds between staff and residents, further reinforcing our family-
like environment. 

As I transition from my role as President, I do so with full confidence in the future of
Menorah Life. The incoming leadership of Adam Curtis brings fresh energy and vision,
and I know he will continue to build on the strong foundation I and the Board have put
in place. While my term as President comes to a close, my commitment to Menorah
Life remains steadfast, and I look forward to supporting the organization in new ways.

Thank you for allowing me the honor of serving. Together, we have made a difference.

Thank you.

David Delrahim
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Dear Friends, 

This year marked an incredible turning point for our
organization, fueled by the strength of our community and
the generosity of our supporters. In May 2025, we hosted
our 40th Anniversary Celebration Gala, a spectacular
evening honoring four decades of compassion, care, and
commitment.  Thanks to the unwavering support of our
donors, sponsors, and guests, the event raised a record-
breaking amount in support of our First Floor Renovation
Project.

These renovations are not just cosmetic—they are
transformational. The reimagined space will include the 

Menorah Life Foundation
Board Chair

Ann Soble
Menorah Life
Foundation 
Board Chair

reception area, enhanced security, and an expanded café and gift shop area to be
known as The Kanner Kafe which will allow for more space and comfortable areas for
family, residents and staff to enjoy.  Every element of this project will be carefully
planned to enhance comfort, accessibility, and dignity for our residents and their loved
ones.  It will also provide a more efficient, uplifting environment for our dedicated staff
and volunteers.

Naming opportunities are still available for those who wish to leave a lasting legacy or
honor someone special. From communal spaces to private areas, your family name—or
the name of a loved one—can become part of this meaningful chapter in our story.

If you are interested in learning more about available naming opportunities, please
contact Bonnie Eppolito, Director of Development. We would be honored to explore
how your gift can make a lasting impact.

In addition to the Gala’s remarkable success, the Foundation proudly awarded a
$285,000 grant to Menorah Life to fund the replacement of an aging cooling tower at
the Samson Nursing Center.  This is a critical infrastructure upgrade that ensures a safe,
climate-controlled environment for our residents, especially during periods of extreme
heat. While less visible than other improvements, this investment speaks directly to our
commitment to quality of life and resident comfort.

These accomplishments embody the values and dedication of a community united by
purpose. We extend our sincere thanks to every donor and partner who helped bring
these goals to life.  With strong momentum behind us, we look ahead with confidence
and optimism. 

Thank you. 
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Celebrating 40 years
of Impact
MENORAH LIFE HISTORY

1983 - Menorah Manor breaks ground
1985 - The Bernard L. Samson Nursing
center opens its doors (5/20/1985)
1985 - Exec Director, Edward W. Vinocur
1985 - First Residents admitted in May
1988 - Executive Director, Marshall Seiden
1990 - Medical Director, Dr. David LeVine
1998 - The Toby Weinman Alzheimer’s Care
Village opens: construction is completed at
the Bernard L. Samson Nursing Center
adding 60 beds; the new Guild Gift and
Coffee Shop is dedicated; The Irv
Weissman Adult Day Center opens; the Ida
and Jules Lowengard Synagogue is
dedicated
1998 - Chaplaincy program started
1999 - The Lasher Family Rehabilitation
Center is dedicated
2002 - Awarded inaugural Gold Seal of
Excellence for nursing homes from State of
Florida
2003 - The Toby Weinman Assisted Living
Residence opens its doors
2007 - Electronic Medical Record

       launched
2008 - Menorah Manor Senior
Living purchases the property for
the Inn on the Pond, Golda Meir/
Kent Jewish Center is demolished
to make room for the Inn on the
Pond
2010 - The Inn on the Pond breaks
ground
2011 - Renew You short term
rehabilitation opens
2011 - Chief Executive Officer, Seth
Levy
2012 - The Inn of the Pond opens
2014 - Achieved 5-star rating for
Samson Nursing Center from
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS)
2015 - Chief Executive Officer,
Robert Goldstein
2015 - Rededication of the Marion
and Bernard L. Samson Nursing
Center
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Celebrating 40 years
of Impact
MENORAH LIFE HISTORY

2016 - Dr. LeVine, Chief Medical Officer,
named AMOA’s 2016 Medical Director of the
Year
2017 - The Inn on the Pond is sold
2018 - Achieved Joint Commission
accreditation for the Samson Nursing Center
2018 - Operation Upgrade 2  and 3  Floor
renovation completed

nd rd

2018 - Neshama Program introduced
2021 - Chief Executive Officer, Robert Becht
2021 - Named as # 1 nursing home in
Pinellas. County by Newsweek magazine
2021 - Rebranded as Menorah Life; Samson
Nursing Center, Toby Weinman Residence,
Weissman Day Center
2024 - Chief Executive Officer, Donna
Perryman, CPA
2024 - National Quality Award- Bronze Level
2024 - Reaccreditation Joint Commission for
Samson Nursing Center - Gold Seal
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At Menorah Life, we remain dedicated to the comfort, safety, and well-being of
our residents, staff, and visitors. Recent upgrades include a new chiller system at
the Samson Nursing Center for improved climate control, a replaced patio
awning for outdoor enjoyment, and enhanced campus security including a
badge-entry system.

We also partnered with the Secure Community Network. Agent John Murtagh’s
campus security assessment will guide future improvements and support grant
applications. Menorah Life has provided exceptional senior care for 40 years,
offering trusted solutions for every stage of the aging journey.

Year in Review

The Samson Nursing Center

NEW BADGE ACCESS TO
THE BUILDING

NEW AC CHILLER
INSTALLED AT SAMSON

NURSING CENTER

NEW AWNING FOR OUR
PATIO
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The Toby Weinman Residence

Due to damage from Hurricane Milton, we
completed an unexpected renovation that included
a brand-new roof and updated flooring throughout
the building. These repairs and improvements were
unexpected, but essential to ensuring the safety,
comfort, and overall well-being of our residents,
who deserve the very best in their home
environment. The updated flooring has given the
residence a fresh, modern feel that’s both beautiful
and practical for daily living.

During the renovation process, we temporarily
relocated our assisted living residents to another
location, to ensure their safety and minimize
disruptions to their daily routines. Our team worked
closely with families to make the transition as
smooth as possible and our staff of caregivers
moved with them so they were never with
strangers. The residents were incredibly
understanding and patient throughout the process.
After three months away, returning to their home
was a joyous occasion for everyone. 

We are grateful to the Toby & Melvin Weinman
Foundation who covered the cost of the roof to
keep our residents and staff safe for many years to
come. The interior repairs and renovations were
thankfully covered our flood insurance policy.
   

Year in Review
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The Center offers respite, family meetings
and support groups and community
resources to caregivers. Folks who attend
the all-inclusive adult day program spend
their day engaged, supported, and
connected. From lively group programs
and creative arts to gentle movement
classes and nutritious meals, each day is
thoughtfully planned to enrich the lives of
our participants.  

The Weissman Day Center is open
Monday – Friday 8:30am-4:00pm. 

Contact 727-302-3900 for more
information. 

The Weissman
Day Center

Spiritual Care
We warmly welcome and embrace
individuals of all faiths and
backgrounds at Menorah Life, while
remaining deeply rooted in our Jewish
values and traditions.

We understand spiritual well-being is
an essential part of holistic care. We
are proud to offer a diverse and
inclusive spiritual care program that
supports the beliefs and traditions of
our residents and their families.

Our full-time Rabbi is an integral part
of daily life on campus, offering
guidance, comfort, and opportunities
for Jewish worship, study, and
celebration. In addition to Jewish
services, we also provide regular
Catholic Mass and non-
denominational services, ensuring that
all residents—regardless of faith—have
access to meaningful spiritual
connection and support.

Whether through prayer, conversation,
or simply being present during life’s
most significant moments, our
spiritual care team is here to nurture
the soul and bring peace of mind to
those we serve.

 “We work with all Faiths to honor
traditions while honoring the  Jewish
tradition’s Menorah was built on —
Shabbat, holidays, prayer, and study—
all of which nourish the neshamah, the
soul.   A vibrant religious program
brings these sacred practices into the
daily lives of our elders, offering them
comfort, dignity, and a deep sense of
connection.”  

— Rabbi Aaron Lever

Contact Rabbi for more information
regarding the Spiritual Care Program. 
727-302-3720 - alever@menorahlife.org

Year in Review
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From our Families
What our families are saying
about us!

When I first had to make the
difficult decision to place my
mother in a nursing home, I was
heartbroken and unsure of what to
expect. But from the moment we
arrived at Menorah Life, all of those
worries started to fade. The staff
welcomed us with genuine warmth
and compassion.

They go above and beyond every
day. My mother is taken to lunch,
enjoys a wide variety of engaging
activities, and most importantly,
she feels happy and cared for. 

I am incredibly grateful to Menorah
Life for turning a difficult transition
into a beautiful new chapter for my
mother. I couldn’t have asked for a
better place for her.

We relocated my mother to The
Toby Weinman Residence a couple
of weeks ago. Adam and his
dynamic team have rolled out the
red carpet for her (and us) in
making the transition to this
beautiful property. The cleanliness
and safety of the property is
wonderful. Adam and his team
demonstrate the utmost of
professionalism, genuine caring
attitudes and commitment to the
residents is amazing. This is the
perfect new home for her, and she is
so happy. Happy Mama, Happy
Family. Thank you all!!

Menorah Life has been an actual
home for my father. Their care,
concern, compassion, and quality
have endeared 98% of the staff to
us. They respond to my dad’s needs
and the family’s needs. If/when you
need to place a person in a nursing
home... this by far is the best in the
entire area!

I had a wonderful experience with
the facility. Staff are attentive and
caring. The facility is beautiful,
clean, and friendly. I would
definitely recommend!

I love this company. My
grandmother had a fall and went
there for rehab. The staff was
amazing with her. They treated her
like a person and she was happy
there. Sadeta was one of her
caregivers and I can’t thank her
enough! It was wonderful to see my
91yr old grandmother slowly
improve and feel like she mattered
due to the care she was given.
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In Memoriam
This year, Menorah Life joined the greater community in mourning the
passing of Morris Mark “Chip” Weinman—an extraordinary individual whose
legacy of generosity, creativity, and compassion has left a lasting imprint. As
Director of the Toby & Melvin Weinman Foundation, Chip was a steadfast
supporter of organizations devoted to education, health, and Jewish causes
—including Menorah Life. His impact extended far beyond philanthropy.

A longtime political lobbyist and later-in-life entertainer, Chip embodied
resilience and reinvention, fulfilling his dream of performing as a
professional singer after overcoming cancer. From the Hippodrome stage to
Orioles games, Chip brought joy and heart to every endeavor. His passion,
humor, and love for family defined his life, and his memory will forever
remain a cherished part of our story.

We are deeply grateful for the enduring support he and the Weinman
Foundation have provided to Menorah Life over the years.
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Centennial Celebrations
At Menorah Life, we are proud to be home for our truly remarkable residents.
From talented artists and accomplished concert pianists to dedicated veterans
and passionate volunteers, our residents bring a wealth of experience,
creativity, and heart to our campus.

Each day, we are inspired by their stories—and honored to shine a light on
their lives. Whether it's a brushstroke on a canvas, a note played on the piano,
or a story shared from years of service, our residents continue to make
meaningful contributions to our community and beyond.

We take great joy in celebrating important life milestones—like honoring a
resident's 100th birthday! These moments celebrate not just individual
accomplishments, but also the warm, uplifting community that makes
Menorah Life truly feel like home.

15



Celebrating Our Staff
At Menorah Life, our staff is the heart of everything we do. Their compassion,
dedication, and unwavering commitment to our residents are what make our
community so special. From caregivers and nurses to dining, housekeeping, and
support teams, every individual plays a vital role in delivering exceptional care with
dignity, warmth, and respect.

Their tireless efforts ensure that each resident feels seen, heard, and valued—every
single day. Whether it’s a gentle smile, a listening ear, or going the extra mile to
meet a need, our team consistently embodies the values that define Menorah Life.

We are proud to recognize and celebrate their hard work, especially in a year filled
with growth, milestones, and meaningful moments. Our staff are the true heroes
behind our mission, and it is through their passion and professionalism that we
continue to elevate the standard of care and quality of life for those we serve.

16



Celebrating Our Staff
Employee of the Year
Lolita has been with us for seven years, starting as a
CNA and earning her LPN while continuing to care
for our residents. She’s known for her compassion,
professionalism, and dedication—not only to those in
her care but to the entire unit.

As a natural mentor, she supports new nurses with
patience and guidance, helping them grow into
confident caregivers. Lolita is respected by her peers,
loved by residents, and valued for her leadership and
advocacy.

We are proud to recognize Lolita as our Employee of
the Year—an honor she has truly earned.

Years of Service Awards

40 years of Service

Carolyn Bronson
Barbara Sullivan 

30+ years of Service

Katurina Allen
Greg Yann

20+ years of Service

Florence Afasano
LaShawn Banks
Heidi Beers 
Kimberly Bray
Syka Goodwin
Elana Henderson 
Catrina Jenkins-McTier
Sandra Jones
Linette Kohena
June Lopez
Donna Perryman
Olga Rosario
Carmen Roshka
Pamala Scott
Paulette Walters
Beverly Wimberly 

Natalie Andersen
Melissa Bader
Carline Balthazar
Jean Casseneuve
Sandra Climes
Tichina Collins
Mary Gallion
Eduardo Lopez
Barbara Martin
Teresa Massie
Maria Maxwell

Melissa Nelson
Chenita Owens
Tamiko Rose
Patricia Thomas-Henry 
Glenda Washington
Errol Webley II
Diane Weiner
Sharon Weir
Marcia Wilson
Takia Wooten
Kierra Worrils

10+ years of Service
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THANK YOU TO OUR GALA COMMITEE

Ann Soble - Foundation Board Chair                        Jackie Kanner    
Barbara Baughman                                                       Melinda Lebowitz
Susie Berman                                                                  Renee Lipman
Kathleen Buns                                                                 Vivian Lurie 
Ross Felsher                                                                     Shelley Lynn 
Judi Gordon                                                                     Stefani Margolis 
Mandi Gross                                                                     Nancy Miller
Emily Gurtman                                                               Lauren Salit
Barbara Samson Guterman                                        Phyllis Werner
                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                   
                                                                                                                          
                            

40th Anniversary 
Magical Moments Gala
This year, Menorah Life marked an unforgettable milestone—our 40th
Anniversary—with a celebration that truly reflected the heart and spirit of our
community. The event brought together donors and friends for an inspiring
evening filled with gratitude, joy, and purpose. Together, we raised a record-
breaking amount in support of our much-anticipated First Floor Renovation
project at Samson Nursing Center. This outpouring of generosity honors our
legacy while investing in the future of compassionate, dignified care for
generations to come.
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40th Anniversary
Magical Moments Gala
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Thank you 
Sponsors 

THE ILLUSIONIST​

Donna & Joe Perryman​

PRESTIGE
 ​
Forvis Mazars​                                   ​
HCA - Florida Pasadena Hospital​
HCA- Florida St. Petersburg Hospital​
​Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC​
Miller/Sher Family, Nancy & Howard,                        
     Jan & Craig, Jan & Jay

PRESTO​

Barbara & Irvin Guterman​
Jackie & Barry Kanner​
Steven Warren​

ALA KAZAM​

Judith & Barry Alpert Family​​
BayFirst National Bank​​
The Benjamin Family, Marilyn, Judy,           
     Mark & Louisa
​Susie & Ira Berman​
Kathleen Buns​
Susan & Ron Diner​
The Englander & Esrick Families​
Debbie & Joel Momberg​
Rothman Family Foundation​
Trade – PMR, Inc​

ABRACADABRA​

Best Value Food Products​
B.C. Ziegler and Company​
BrightStar Care of Pinellas​
Brock Communications​
Deeb Elder Law PA​
Florida Digital​
Judith & Mark Gordon​
Heritage Funeral Care/ Steven & 
     Ashley Gross​
Emily & Fred Gurtman​
Debbie & Bob Jacobs​
Susan LaPlante​
Janice & David LeVine​
Shelley Lynn​
Colby Masterson/Frey Masterson 
     Investments
Medical Imaging​
Lauren & Mason Salit​
David Delrahim & Shumaker, Loop & 
     Kendrick
Nicole & Leighton Spencer​
Sysco​
Tropical Benefits/ARCW Leavitt​
Cindy & Bob Weisberg​
Sidney & Phyllis Werner​

 ​

VOILA​

Judy & Eric Ludin, Ali & Josh Ludin​
Optum
Lois & Peter Pardoll​
Saul & Lee Rachelson​
RB Health Partners​
Hall, Booth, Smith, P.C. Inc.​
Sandy & Mike Slomka​
Ann & Jim Soble​
Southern Comfort Home Care​

VOILA​

Abelson Wealth Management 
​Bayfront/Orlando Health​
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Menorah Life Foundation 

LEGACY LEADERS
Anonymous
Jackie and Barry Kanner
Weissman Family Foundation

MITZVAH MAKERS
Marilyn Benjamin
Susan Laplante
Lee and Saul Rachelson
Jan and Craig Sher

IMPACT CREATORS
Judith and Barry Alpert
Susie and Ira Berman
Robin Bleier and Walter Kittle
Donna and Joe Perryman
Zina and Martin Rosenblum
Debbie and Brent Sembler
Liz and Gregory Sembler
Sandy and Michael Slomka

FRIENDS OF MENORAH
Monika and Robb Baldwin
Barbara Baughman

 

 
FRIENDS OF MENORAH
Nancy and Howard Miller
Heather Sconnely and David         
 
Phyllis and Ron Newberg
Fagl Oxman
Lois and Peter Pardoll
Karen and Cary Reich
Linda and Stanley Reimer
Laurie and Marc Reiskind
Annette Samson
Susie and Alan Schwartz
Laura and Michael Sher
Ann and James Soble
Debbie and Mark Sokolov
Helaine and Zunya Solc
Nicole and Leighton Spencer
Stephanie and Bernardo Stein
Steven Warren
Rabbi Philip and Rebecca               

Averie Zisek

VISIONARY PARTNERS
THE TOBY & MELVIN WEINMAN FOUNDATION

We’re excited to share details of our First Floor Renovation Project, a transformative update
designed to enhance the heart of Menorah Life. This multi-phase project includes the
updating of the newly named Kanner Kafe named in memory of Zlata “Lottie” Kanner and
Moses Kanner. The Kafe will be a warm and inviting space where residents, families, and guests
can gather over coffee, conversation, and light fare. The renovation will also feature a fully
updated lobby, offering a more modern, welcoming first impression with comfortable seating
and improved accessibility and security. Additional upgrades throughout the first floor will
enhance the overall experience for everyone who walks through our doors—creating a more
vibrant, functional, and community-centered environment that reflects the warmth and care
at the core of Menorah Life. Thank you to our supporters who have helped bring this project to
fruition. 

FRIENDS OF MENORAH
Stephen Berni
Convivial of St. Petersburg
Steven Esrick
Elinor Fishman
Karen and Bob Fratianni
Rob and Susan Goldstein
Jeff Goolsby
Judi and Mark Gordon
Pati and David Gross
Emily and Fred Gurtman
Hancock Whitney 
Bryant Jones
Pam and Morris Lecompte
Janice and David LeVine
Ali and Josh Ludin
Judy and Eric Ludin
Vivian Lurie
Shelley Lynn
Adam Mann
Anne Marantz
Andrea and Colby Masterson
Debbi and Shawn McVeigh

Front Lobby Kanner Kafe

Delrahim 

Weintraub
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Our community engagement efforts are built on the belief that it’s the people
around us—our neighbors, families, friends, and supporters—who make Menorah
Life truly special. Whether you join us for an event, volunteer your time and
talents, or simply stop by to visit, your presence and involvement bring warmth,
connection, and joy to our organization. We are proud to open our doors and
welcome the community in, because it’s your support that helps create the
vibrant, caring environment that makes Menorah Life feel like home.

Community Engagement

The Toby Weinman Residence was filled with joy
and music during a special visit from Camp Gan
Israel. The campers brought boundless energy
and warm smiles as they performed a selection of
uplifting songs, creating a truly heartwarming
atmosphere for our residents. A highlight of the
day was a beautiful piano solo by one of the
talented children, which left everyone in awe. Our
residents were deeply touched by the group’s
kindness, enthusiasm, and generosity of spirit.
We are so grateful to Camp Gan Israel for sharing
their time and talent, and for brightening our day
in such a memorable way.

Summer Camp Visit 

The joy and spirit of Purim came alive at Menorah Life as we welcomed the
bright, cheerful children of De La Fontaine Trilingual Montessori School Seminole
for a heartwarming celebration. Organized by our Life Enrichment team and
Rabbi Aaron Lever, the festive, carnival-style event was filled with Purim
traditions—lively games, prizes, and shared laughter—that brought pure delight
to both residents and young visitors. From the moment the children arrived, the
room buzzed with excitement as generations connected through play, joy, and
meaningful conversation. The smiles and warmth exchanged throughout the day
reminded us of the power of community and the beauty of honoring our Jewish
traditions together.

Purim
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Community Engagement

Our Life Enrichment Program goes beyond daily activities—it creates moments
that uplift, connect, and celebrate our residents. From lively card games that
spark friendly competition to events like our senior prom—complete with music,
dancing, and where everyone is crowned prom king and queen—there’s always
something special happening. Residents also enjoy hands-on activities like
cooking classes, where they can share favorite recipes and try new ones together.
These moments of laughter, creativity, and celebration are at the heart of our
community, supporting not just well-being, but a true sense of belonging and
purpose.

Life Enrichment
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Community Engagement

At Menorah Life, creativity shines through our poetry writing and sharing
sessions. Residents come together to put their thoughts and feelings into words,
crafting poems that reflect their unique voices and life experiences. During these
gatherings, they not only write but also share their work with one another,
creating moments of connection, inspiration, and joy. We’re proud to share a few
of their beautiful poems with you.

Life Enrichment

Poet Carolyn about JJ: Member of our Life Enrichment team
One of the finest people I have had the pleasure of knowing
As a Teacher, Leader, Confidant, and Friend to All.
I am thankful that God has put him in my life
As an example of Patience and Concern to all he knows!

Poet Carolyn:

When I hear the buzz of a bee—
I think of the fragrance of a flower
Freshly cut grass, rain, even snow and ice.
It gives me appreciation of our gifts from God.
When I hear a baby giggle, laugh or cry…

I hear angels.
I can’t imagine not being alive here on earth
But I know there must be grander existence ahead.

I thank God for all of these precious gifts,
While I wait for the next…

   Poet Marion:

Rainbow, oh Rainbow!
Where did you go?
I saw you this morning…
Peaking through the trees
And now I will take a seat
On the big rock before me
To see and hear the birds.

   Poet Lillian:

I love Birds
Birds, so many birds
Robins, bluebirds, woodpeckers,
Songs, Colors…Freedom!
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At Menorah Life, volunteers play an essential role in creating a vibrant,
supportive community. Their time, energy, and compassion bring joy, comfort,
and meaningful connection to our residents every day.

So far in 2025, our volunteers have contributed over 2,593 hours—averaging 45
hours each week!

Our volunteers make a difference by supporting a wide range of programs
and services, including:

One-on-one visits
Life Enrichment activities
Spiritual services
Pet therapy
Office support
Welcome bags
Music and singing
Bingo and hand massages
Reading and outdoor walks
Community group projects
Clubs (book, knitting, discussion, etc.)
Deliveries (gifts, packages, flowers)
Dining assistance
Event setup and cleanup
Library and gardening
 …and so much more.

A special thank-you to David Gordon, our longest-serving volunteer since 1993!
His continued dedication reflects the incredible spirit all our volunteers bring to
Menorah Life.

Volunteering is a meaningful way to give back. If you’re interested in
becoming a volunteer and making a difference in the lives of our residents,
please call 727-302-3729 for more information. 

Volunteer Recognition

Peyton Stafford receiving the Gail
Warren Volunteer of the Year
award.

Our Volunteer Luncheon 

Our residents also enjoy visits
from our four-legged friends.
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Community Engagement

Menorah Life is excited to announce the addition of a brand-
new, wheelchair-accessible Toyota Sienna van, made possible
through a generous grant from the Francis & Gertrude Levett
Foundation. This specially designed vehicle accommodates
two wheelchairs and three additional passengers, providing
residents with safe, reliable, and comfortable transportation
to medical appointments, programs at the Weissman Day
Center, and other essential outings. “This new van is more
than just transportation—it’s a lifeline for our residents,” said
CEO Donna Perryman. “It ensures they can access the care
they need with ease and dignity.” The upgrade reflects
Menorah Life’s ongoing commitment to enhancing
independence, safety, and quality of life for all who call our
community home.

New Wheelchair Van

          
 
I wanted to share an exciting moment for our community as I was able
to attend the Association of Jewish Aging Services (AJAS) CEO Summit
in New Haven, CT, in June. I joined visionary leaders from Jewish
organizations from across North America who are equally devoted to
advancing the care, safety and dignity of our elders.
 
This intimate gathering of like-minded CEOS was more than just a
professional meeting. It was a chance to share insights, spark
innovation and build powerful partnerships that will shape the future
of Jewish aging services. From best practices in caregiving to
innovative solutions in senior living, the conversations at the summit
were deeply aligned with Menorah Life’s mission and aspirations. 
 
Some of the topics that were discussed included:
· The Big Picture in Aging Services
· Evolving is Essential to Survival
· Identifying the Path Forward
· Leadership & Board Alignment

I have brought home new ideas and renewed
energy, all in service of the people we care for 
and the legacy we honor together. 

                                                          - Donna Perryman

Mauri Mizrahi, CEO, of River
Garden Senior Services,
Jacksonville, Fl, and Donna
Perryman, CEO, Menorah
Life, on the roof of The
Towers Senior Living in New
Haven, CT, to see the “Big
Picture”.

Donna Perryman, CEO, attends
AJAS CEO LEADERSHIP SUMMIT – June 2025

Mariaelena Alcira our
Weissman Day Center

Director, and our resident.26



Menorah Life Foundation 

The Menorah Life Foundation is proud to support the mission, programs,
and continued growth of Menorah Life through meaningful philanthropy
and community partnerships. As the charitable arm of our organization, the
Foundation plays a vital role in enhancing the lives of our residents—
funding everything from life-enriching programs and facility improvements
to staff recognition and innovation in care. 

This year we celebrated our Founders at a reception hosted by Foundation
Board Chair, Ann Soble, and her husband Jim. 

Thank you to our new Founders:
Sue & Ron Diner
Donna & Joe Perryman
Steve Warren
Hancock Whitney
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How can you Help?

There are many meaningful ways to support
Menorah Life. Each gift makes a lasting impact on
the lives of residents. Every gift—whether your time,
talent, or treasure—helps create a warm, vibrant,
and caring home for those who live with us at
Menorah Life.  

Reach out to the Menorah Life Foundation to learn
more. (727) 302-3704 

 

Annual Gift. Choose a level that is
right for you in our Distinguished
Circle of Friends. Consider our
Guardian Circle at $1,800 per year for
3 consecutive years. 
 
Appreciated Securities. Talk with
your financial planner about how to
donate stocks, bonds or mutual
funds. Avoid paying capital gains
taxes by donating your investments.
 
Memorial and Tribute Gifts. Honor or
remember a loved one or friend.
 
 
 
 

Corporate Giving. Businesses of any size
can demonstrate their support of Menorah
Life through our corporate giving program
to benefit programs, equipment and
services. 
 
Major Gifts. Major gifts of $10,000 or more
have the potential to improve healthcare
for our residents and for generations to
come. 
 
Founders Association. Cummulative
giving of $50,000 + places you among a
distinguished group of visionaries whose
generosity shapes the future of our mission. 
 

NEW! Have you, your family, or a loved one received exceptional
care or outstanding service from a caregiver or staff member at
Menorah Life? Did someone go above and beyond to make you
feel more at home or to ease the transition of your loved one? 
 
Show your appreciation to someone individually or a team who
positively impacted your experience by thanking them with a
gift of any size in their name through the Menorah Life Grateful
Family & Friends Program- Heart to Heart.
 
 
 
 
 

The honored caregiver or staff member will be presented
with a certificate of appreciation and a pin to wear proudly.
If a team is being honored, they will be recognized with a
framed certificate to be displayed in their work area. 
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Your gift brings comfort, joy, and compassionate care to those who call Menorah Life home. 
 
We are excited to launch the $1,000 Champion Circle —a new giving circle for those ready to
increase their annual support and make an even greater impact. Many of our loyal donors
give at $250, $500, or other levels. By moving up to $1,000, you’ll join a special group of  
supporters whose generosity ensures our residents continue to receive the very best care and
life-enrichment opportunities.
 
Members of the $1,000 Champion Circle will be recognized on our Donor Honor Roll, invited
to exclusive events, and celebrated as part of the Menorah Life family. 
 
Take the next step—move up to $1,000 annually. By moving up in your giving you help us
expand the care and services our residents depend on. 
 

How can you Help?

Join Menorah Life’s Distinguished
Circle of Friends!‌

Guardian Circle
Members Contributing

$1,800 annually for 3
years. 

 

Mitzvah Circle 
Members Contributing

$3,600 annually. 
 

Partner Circle
Members Contributing

$2,500 annually. 
 

By choosing to give to Menorah Life’s Distinguished Circle of
Friends, your gift will be put to immediate use supporting
our resident experience.  
Donor impact takes many forms, and you are able to see the
effect of your generosity on the lives of each resident in
every corner of campus today. 
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You care deeply about Menorah Life and our mission to
provide exceptional care for the residents who call our
community home. 

Menorah Life’s Eternal Flame Society recognizes those who
make a planned gift including the Menorah Life
Foundation in their estate plan. Your generosity through
the Eternal Flame Society ensures that all of Menorah Life’s
programs remain strong—and well-positioned to help our
community thrive long into the future serving generations
yet to come.
 
What is a Legacy or a Planned Gift?

A planned gift, also known as a “legacy gift” is a gift
commitment made today to be given from your estate. 

What are the Benefits of this type of giving? 

Continue current philanthropic support long after your or a
loved one’s passing
Capacity to make a larger philanthropic gift compared to an
outright gift
Flexibility to direct toward a specific project or purpose 
Often offers tax benefits and can be structured to meet your
personal and financial goals 
 

Eternal Flame Society

You can make a gift
today that will support
our mission far into the

future.

Create your legacy of compassion— join the Eternal Flame Society today!
 

Bequests Life
Insurance

Retained Life
Estates

Charitable
Remainer Trust

Retirement
Fund

Remember to consult your tax advisor or
estate attorney for specific guidance. 
 
Please let us know once your gift
planning is compete so that we may
properly thank you. 

 

Menorah Life Foundation
(727) - 302 - 3704

TYPES OF LEGACY GIFTS 

Eternal

FL   ME
SOCIETY
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Anonymous
Deborah & Daniel Albert
Teri & Jack Albores*
Judith & Barry Alpert
Marvin Aronovitz
Joan & Mickey* Baskin
Emelia Bedford*
Toby Rothbardt Bresler*
Rivy Chapman*
Audrey R. Chenkin*
Arlene & Col. Aaron Chernoff*
Harriet & Lawrence Cyment
Betty & Joseph Damsker*
I. Frank Davis*
Barbara Diamond
Susan & Ronald Diner 
Dorothy & Ralph Dutcher*
Esther Erick*
Jolene & Neil Fabricant
Martin Fleischman*
Julia Flom*
Darwin Frank*
Harriet Frankel*
Edna Rothstein Freeman*
Ruth Friedman*
Elaine Garon
Belle & Allan Gee*
June Baumgardner Gelbart*
Lillian & Sidney Grau*
Linda & Steve Grau
Erna* & Leonard Green
Samuel Greenberg
Charlotte A. Gunzburger*
Barbara & Irv Guterman
Sandra Herzog
Irma & Harold Hillman
Harriet Horwich*
Sally & William Israel

Melvin F. Sembler Family Trust
Rose & William Shapera*
Jan & Craig Sher
Siegel Family Trust
Bette & Roy Siegle*
Deena & Larry Silver
William Silver*
Sandy & Michael Slomka
Leo Smith*
Rebessa Smith*
Julia & Allan Solomon*
Selma Stein*
Lucille R. Strauss*
Joyce & Herbert Swarzman
Veronica & Alexander Szegedy*
Bea* & Lester Unger
Col. Hyman Weinberg*
Deby Weinstein
Marilyn & Irving Weissman*
Sharyn R. Wittner
Sue Wolfson*

Samson*

Edith Jackson*
Jacqueline & Murray Jacobs*
Eden & George Jacobsohn*
Marion Samson & John Joseph 
     
Sophia T. Kahn*
Susan & Jim Kapsales
Sarah Kleinfeld*
Phyllis Lancry*
Joseph Levin*
Judith & Clifford Levitt
Edie & Walter Loebenberg*
Aida Mack*
Mary Ann & Bruce Marger
Jean Melnikoff*
Raymond E. Meyer*
Irving Miller*
Sonya & Irwin Miller*
James Moed*
Helen Neufeld*
Sarah & George M. Ohlhausen*
Jean & Sylvan Orloff*
Lucille & Irving Oster*
Lois Pardoll
Donna & Joe Perryman
Betty Rabbin
Annette Raymund*
Ruth & Harold Rivkind*
Anna Rogak*
Rose & Louis Rosenthal*
Thelma & Maurice Rothman*
Alice & Gabe Rubin*
Charles Saltzman*
Marilyn & Harold Schaffner
Sue & Saul* Schechter
Lillian Schertzer*
Erika Schnabel*
Edie & Leonard Seligman*

Eternal Flame Society 
Eternal Flame Society as of June 30, 2025

 *Of Blessed Memory 

Murray & Jacqueline Jacobs*
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From our Staff

I do what I do because long-term care is not just about
caring for people it’s about enriching their lives. After 24
years, I remain proud and grateful to be part of this work,
knowing that each day I can make a difference in ways
both big and small.    

                     - Syka Goodwin, Director of Life Enrichment Svcs

My personal values have always aligned with Menorah Life’s mission and culture.  It has
been a pleasure to be a part of an organization that has inspired me to learn and grow
professionally alongside so many supportive colleagues. 

Both my parents received exceptional medical and personal support in a safe
environment that promotes dignity, independence, and overall well-being in their final
years here with me. I will forever be grateful to have had that time with them while also
knowing that they were receiving the best possible care.

My long and happy association with this organization and community spans almost 25
years. I’m genuinely fulfilled by the work I do and look forward to contributing to
Menorah Life’s continued success.
                                                                       - Heidi Beers, Director of Health Information Svcs

I’ve been with Menorah Life for 13 years, and it feels like
home. I love caring for our residents, enjoy the flexibility, and
am grateful for the amazing teamwork we share.
                    
                                                              - Teresa Massie, RN

I am proud to be part of Menorah Life for 15 years! I would
describe myself as a compassionate leader—a gentle giant
who leads with humility. I am truly grateful for the guidance
and support I’ve received at Menorah Life, which has helped
me grow both personally and professionally throughout my
career here. Thank you to the leadership and their support
to continue pushing me to be better every day!
                 
                           - Errol Webley II, Dining Services Supervisor
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Donor Honor Roll 
(through August 2025)

Thank you to our generous donors for your continued support of Menorah
Life. Every gift is deeply appreciated and helps us provide exceptional care to
all those we serve—whether in their own homes or in one of ours. Your
generosity not only sustains our mission but inspires us to reach higher,
innovate more, and always put compassion at the heart of everything we do.

$100,000 +

The Toby & Melvin Weinman Foundation
Melvin Sembler*

 

$40,000 +
Anonymous
Jackie and Barry Kanner

 

 

$25,000 +

Donna and Joe Perryman
Polaris Pharmacy Services of Tampa
Hancock Whitney
Zest Culinary 

 

$10,000 +
Judith and Barry M. Alpert
Anonymous
Susie and Ira Berman
Charles and Margery Barancik Foundation
Marilyn Benjamin
Forvis Mazars
HCA Hospital
Deborah and Robert A. Jacobs
Susan Laplante
Marsh McLennan Agency
Lee and Saul Rachelson
Jan and Craig Sher

*Of blessed memory
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$5,000 +
BayFirst National Bank
Jasandra and Joel Berman Esq.
Mark Benjamin
Judy Benjamin
Robin Bleier and Walter Kittle 
Kathleen A. Buns
Susan and Ronald Diner
Functional Pathways
Betsy and Leonard Englander
June Baumgardner Gelbart Foundation
Sharon and Mark Gordon
Barbara and Irvin Guterman
Emily and Fred Gurtman
Nancy and Howard Miller 
Deborah and Joel Momberg
Brian Mullinax
Zina and Martin J. Rosenblum
Rothman Family Foundation
Debbie and Brent Sembler
Liz and Gregory Sembler
Sandy and Michael Slomka
Trade-PMR, Inc
Steven Warren

 

$2,500 +
Kiki and Steven Esrick
Mark Fetty
Karen and John Fratianni
Travis Fogle
Elliot Holland
Ali Rose and Daniel Hosmer
Joseph Hurst
Janice and David Levine
Ali and Josh Ludin
Shelley A. Lynn
James Maskowitz
Andrea and Colby Masterson
Alex Migdall
Jan and Jay Miller
John O'Connor
Optum
Lois and Peter Pardoll
RB Health Partners, Inc.
Linda and Stanley Reimer
Jyoti Riley
Gabe Rubin
Lauren and Mason Salit
Jeanette Seroor
Laura and Michael Sher
Sherkids, Ltd.
Ann and James Soble
Southern Comfort Home Care
Nicole and Leighton Spencer
Mozelle Sutton
Beverly Weimerskirk
Victoria Zepp

$2,500 +
Linda Antonelli
Monika and Rob Baldwin
Bayfront Orlando Health
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$1,800 +
Albert A. Belson*
B.C. Ziegler and Company
Best Value Food Products, L.L.C.
BrightStar Care of Pinellas
Robert Canino
Deeb Elder Law, P.A.
Elinor R. Fishman
Susan and Rob Goldstein
Terri and Jay Gross
Charlotte A. Gunzburger
Heritage Funeral Care
Susan Heyman
Holly and Gregory James
Judy and Eric Ludin
Rudi Masi
Fagl Oxman
Laurie and Marc Reiskind
Annette and Paul Samson
Helaine and Zunya Solc
Sysco Food Serivces - WC
Touching Hearts At Home
Tropical Benefits/ARCW Leavitt
Cynthia and Robert Weisberg
Phyllis and Sidney Werner
Averie Zisek

$1,000 +

Barbara Baughman
Stephen Berni

 

$1,000 +

Anita and David Berstein
Patrece Colburn
Heather Sconnely and David Delrahim Esq.
Fidelity Charitable
Jordan Gillman
Crystal and Jeff Goolsby
Myra and David Gross
Judith Fay Hall
Valerie Hyman
Bryant Jones
Elizabeth Knowles
Ronald J. Koning
Dell Krug
Pam and Morris Lecompte
The Leibowitz Family Foundation
Jodi Sered-Lever and Aaron Lever
Vivian Lurie
Adam Mann
Anne Marantz
Debbi and Shawn McVeigh
Phyllis and Ron Newberg
Ann B. Rascoe
Karen and Cary Reich
Susie Schwartz
Shumaker, Loop, & Kendrick
Debbie and Mark Sokolov
Maxine and Martin Solomon
Stephanie and Bernardo Stein
Anne Stone
Rebecca and Rabbi Philip Weintraub Jr.
Jacob Wollman

 

37



$500 +

Devani and Jason Alpert
Robin and Barry Blaxberg
Rebecca Harris Barancik and Scott Barancik 
Bonnie Berman Ph.D. and Arthur Berman
Phyllis and Irwin Browarsky
Dawn and Bill Caldwell
Ali and Adam Curtis
Kelly Dommel
Harriet Easton
Jeffrey Frumkin
Ronald Friley
Gregory A. Fox
Jack Goldfarb
David Harrison
Spencer Hinkle
Steven Klein
Rya and Chris Lauber
Miriam Lengyel
Susan and Steven LeVine  
Joan and Bruce Levine
Randy Lewis
Renee Lipman
Ann Lyons
Denise Masterson
Chassity Meeks
David McEwen
Manda Minch
John Murtagh
Ellen and Alan Nastir
Reva Pearlstein
George Povelitis
Susan Ramsey
Beth and Jerrold Resnick
Nancy and Stanley Rosenberg
Phyllis Dorian Schoenberg
Alexandra and Logan Sembler
Betty Sue and Joel Shane
Flavio Vivas
Linda Weiss
Irene and Steven Weiss
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Menorah Life:
Who we are

About us
Menorah Life is a community -
sponsored, not-for-profit senior
healthcare organization that opened in
1985 serving Florida’s gulf coast.
Menorah life serves people of all faiths.

Mission: To enhance the lives of seniors,
families, and our community through
compassion, innovation, and Jewish
values.

Programs & Services 

Samson Nursing Center
      

255 59  Street North,th

St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 www.menorahlife.org

Compassion, Innovation, Excellence

Comprehensive nursing, Medical and
rehab services. Long term, short term
and memory care.
Accredited by Joint Commission.

Lasher Family Rehabilitation Center

Full range of short and long-term
therapies, physical, occupational &
speech. Utilizing cutting- edge rehab
technologies.

Renew You Program
Intensive and therapeutic short stay
recovery program for post-surgery,
illness or injury.

Weissman Day Center

Adult day program for seniors
living at home. 

Toby Weinman Residence
The only Jewish assisted living
residence in Tampa Bay. Supports
an enriching lifestyle that
promotes overall physical,
intellectual and emotional well-
being.

Bresler Alzheimer’s Program
Specialized care for Alzheimer’s
and related disorders. Located
within Samson Nursing Center.

Menorah Life Foundation
Supports Menorah Life through
charitable giving. Funds used for
care programs, equipment, and
operations.

Samson Nursing Center Courtyard 39



255 59  Street North,th

St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 www.menorahlife.org

Menorah Life’s Samson Nursing Center has earned The Joint Commission’s Gold
Seal of Approval for the third consecutive time, recognizing our commitment to
exceptional care and patient safety. This prestigious accreditation, previously
awarded in 2018 and 2021, follows a rigorous review of quality standards, best
practices, and safety measures. With 180 skilled nursing beds offering
rehabilitation, memory care, long-term care, and outpatient therapy, Samson
Nursing Center continues to meet and exceed the highest standards in
healthcare.

Joint Commission Accreditation 


